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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pirate Party Pillages Private Papers

Recently, a document that is allegedly a consolidated discussion paper of the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement was leaked in full to the internet. Today, due to the 
complete lack of a transparent public consultation process with ACTA, Pirate Party 
Australia will also be mirroring this controversial document, in order to fuel public 
awareness and debate surrounding government transparency. You can view the PDF with 
software such as Adobe Acrobat Reader or Foxit Reader by visiting the following link.
http://www.pirateparty.org.au/press_releases/ACTA_18_01_2010.pdf

The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement, or ACTA, is a secret agreement in negotiation 
between the EU, Canada, the USA, Japan, NZ, Australia and other nations. While it does 
propose some legitimate anti-counterfeiting measures, the copyright-related chapters are 
the result of commercial interests seeking to limit society's rights to material designed to 
enhance our culture.

These vested interests are the reason that the negotiating parties do not wish for the 
closeted discussions of ACTA to be public. Proposals such as a graduated response 
scheme, or 'three strikes' as it is commonly known, have been considered in multiple 
leaked ACTA documents over the past two years. 'Three strikes' would force ISPs to 
disconnect households from the Internet upon three accusations of copyright infringement. 
"The most alarming part of these proposals is the complete lack of judicial oversight, 
allowing the copyright owners to play both judge and jury, while forcing ISPs to take on the 
role of executioner," said David Crafti, Pirate Party President. 

Pirate Party Australia has twice attempted to gain ACTA documents under a Freedom of 
Information request, but both were rejected [Most recent attempt documented here: http://
blog.serkowski.net/2010/02/acta-dfat-and-foi/]. Notable sections include Section 4 (p25) 
which includes sanctions that would require ISPs to enforce copyright, effectively deeming 
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them copyright police and overriding the AFACT vs iiNet trial verdict entirely. It is 
disgraceful that this agreement continues to be negotiated without public oversight and 
transparency.

The EU recently voted to oppose ACTA, with 663 votes for and 13 against. Many EU 
members claimed the negotiations were a violation of the Lisbon Treaty. "We have shown 
that we do not accept secrecy. We have shown that we are prepared to stand up for a free 
internet open to everybody." [Christian Engström, Pirate Party MEP http://
christianengstrom.wordpress.com/2010/03/10/epic-win-for-transparency-on-acta/]

Pirate Party Australia applauds the EU's opposition to the Treaty and in the interests of its 
citizens, calls for the Australian government to withdraw from negotiations. We also 
encourage everyone to get informed about what the ACTA treaty will mean for individuals 
and all of us as a nation. We need to make it clear that our personal liberties are more 
important than a record label's hip pocket.

About Pirate Party Australia

For further comment please contact:

David Crafti, President Pirate Party Australia
davidcrafti@pirateparty.org.au 
+61 415 548 108

David Gaetjens, Vice President Pirate Party Australia
davidgaetjens@pirateparty.org.au
+61 421 137 748

Matt Redmond, Pirate Party South Australia
mattredmond@pirateparty.org.au
+61 412 936 334
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The Pirate Party Australia is a forming political party, currently seeking membership for the 
purposes of registration with the Australian Electoral Commission and intends to contest the next 
Australian federal election if successful.

Pirate Party Australia has an interest in reforming legislation and policy surrounding culture, 
innovation and the protection of civil  liberties, with sister organisations fully registered, seeking 
registration or otherwise active in over 30 countries throughout the world. 

The Swedish Piratpartiet have two elected sitting Members of the European Parliament, after the 
2009 European Elections, in which they attained 7.1% of the vote.
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